PACIFIC  TREASURE  ISLAND
The 1878 native revolt was no light affair* That the,
natives had been able to organize a spontaneous rising
of tribes throughout the colony was something totally
unexpected, and after the revolt was quelled measures were
taken at last to get to the bottom of the reasons for the
frequent uprisings against the colonists.
On June I9th5 1878, news reached Noumea that a libere
(freed convict) named Chene, living about 80 kms. from
Noumea, had been assassinated on his farm, together with
his two children and their native mother. As Chene had
stolen his 4 popinee' from a local chief, and as it was a member
of her tribe who had killed the couple, it was believed to be
an isolated assassination., with revenge as the motive.
A few days later, oti June 24th and 25th, Noumea was
shocked to learn that all the soldiers at the La Foa
gendarmerie had been wiped out, together with seventeen
other people. Governor OJry, who for weeks past had been
suspicious about certain of the tribes., who had been laying
in stocks of weapons, realized that he was faced by a planned
revolt, which had as its aim the expulsion of the whites from
the colony. For the next few days reports arrived of further
massacres along the West Coast, at Boulouparis, where
practically the entire population was wiped out, and at other
smaller villages. On the 'black5 26th of June no fewer than
84< people were murdered, in places as far apart as Boulou-
paris on the West Coast and Thio and Canala on the East
Coast.
The natives went about their work in an intelligent
manner. Both at La Foa and at Boulouparis, it was
the gendarmes and telegraph operators who were first
assassinated—and the telegraph communications with the
capital severed—the colonists were isolated and massacred
methodically. I» some cases the attacks were carried oat by
bands of several hundreds of natives armed "with guns. In
other cases colonists were killed in their beds, their heads
smashed in with a blow from a ccasse~t£te* (literally a head-
breaker, the favourite club-like weapon of the Kanakas)-
Usually the bodies of those killed were multilatedu

